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Love is Thicker Than Blood...   
   In honor of Fatherôs Day, we wanted to share with you a story from one of our 
own. Jeff Duren adopted Brooke, now a rising junior in college, on January 28, 
1998. In 10th grade she was given an assignment to write a personal narrative 
about an event that impacted her life. She wrote the following and it was read at 
Jeff's funeral...  
   I smiled as my dad and I pulled out of the driveway, off to the same destination 
for the seventh year in a row. We made this anniversary trip every year on January 
28th. I remembered the first time we made this trip to Dave and Busterôs when I 
was only eight years old. I remembered getting out of the truck and grabbing my 
dadôs hand as we crossed the parking lot, thinking how happy I was that he was 
my daddy. We celebrated this way every year from that day on. This celebration 
was the anniversary of the day my dad adopted me. 
   I woke up on a cold and rainy January morning to the sound of my motherôs  
chipper voice. ñGood morning sunshine diamond blue eyes!ò This was how I was 
woken up every morning since I could remember. I was never a morning person, 
but today was different. My seven year-old self jumped out of bed and ran into the 
kitchen with bare feet. My mom poured me a bowl of cereal and I carried it clumsily 
into the living room spilling milk out of my bowl. ñNo, you canôt watch cartoons this 
morning,ò my mom said. ñYou have to hurry so you can get ready. You have a big 
day ahead of you.ò I finished my cereal and went into my room to get dressed. My 
mom yelled down the hall, ñI want you to wear the dress I have laid out on your 
bed. You need to look nice today.ò ñUghhhhh!ò I moaned loudly as I stomped down 
the hallway. I hated wearing dresses, but I put it on anyways. By the time I was 
ready my dad was waiting on me in the living room. ñTodayôs the day!ò He laughed 
as he picked me up in his arms and spun me around. ñOK,ò my mom tried to get 
our attention, ñtime for pictures.ò After a few snapshots we all shuffled out into the 
drizzling rain and got into the car. We were on our way to the Barrow County 
Courthouse. Today was the day that Jeff Duren legally became my dad and I 
would change my last name to Duren. 
   We drove out of the little town of Auburn and into Winder. I sat in the backseat 
tracing raindrops with my finger as they trickled down my window. My mom had 
always said that rain was lucky because it rained on their wedding day. ñSee!ò my 
mom exclaimed as she turned around to face me, ñI told you rain was a good luck 
sign.ò I actually believed her. When we arrived at the courthouse we were sent to 
Judge Moates office. I sat there impatiently, kicking my legs back and forth while I 
waited for them to finish signing papers.  
   ñItôs official,ò Judge Moates told me, ñHeôs now your dad.ò I smiled and gave my 
mom and my new dad a huge hug. My mom took some more pictures while we 
were there. We all got back in the car and went to celebrate. My mom had planned 
a party at Ciciôs Pizza to celebrate the adoption. All of our family and friends were 
there when we arrived. That was an unforgettable day. I was surrounded by all the 
people that cared about me. That day I truly found out how important family is,   
because I gained a real family. Itôs not about blood relation; itôs about the people in 
your life that love you. Even without the legal documentations, my dad would      
always be my dad, because blood is thicker than water, but love is thicker than 
blood.                                                                  ~Brooke Duren (Reprinted with permission) 

In honor and  
in loving memory of 
all fathers on this 
Fatherõs Day,  

Sunday,  
June 20th.  
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  Fair  

Career and Employment Fair 
The Seekers Sunday School class is sponsoring a Career Seminar on Friday, June 
4th, from 9:00 am ï noon in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone seeking employment is invited 
to attend. The event will begin with a light breakfast and prayer. Representatives from 
various colleges, Department of Labor, and employment services will be here to assist 
individuals in their job search and/or re-training for a new career. If you have questions, 
contact Lisa Maloof at 770-867-7208. 

The American Red Cross Blood Drive  

Sponsored by  

The Winder FUMC Health & Welfare Committee  

Thursday, June 3rd  

1:00 - 6:00 P.M.  

Winder FUMC Fellowship Hall  

The need is constant. 

The gratification is instant. 

GIVE BLOOD!  

Car Wash Fundraise r  

2 Saturdays! - June 5th & 19th  

9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M  

Church Parking Lot by the Youth Center  
  

Just $5 and we will hand wash your car!  

This is a fundraiser to help our youth get money for their youth   

accounts and also helps fund Faith Fest.  

Have a dirty car? é 

Well, come get it 

clean at the WFUMC 

Car Wash!  

Wesleyan Circle Annual Summer Picnic 
The Wesleyan Circle will have their Annual Summer Picnic on Monday, June 7th, at 
7:00 P.M. in the Winder Villas Clubhouse. This is a covered dish event and is being 
hosted by members of the circle who live at the Villas. Spouses are welcome to join 
the ladies! For more information or to get directions to the Villas, please contact Jackie 
Mobley at 770-867-8394. 

Older Adult Lunch Trip 
A  lunch outing to Ricoôs World Kitchen in Buford has been planned for Thursday, June 

17th.  We will be leaving the church at 10:30AM.  

Call Shelly at 770-867-4594 for more info or to sign up! 
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Around Our Church  

Sheriff Jud Smith: Speaker for June 28th 
United Methodist Menõs Fellowship 
    ñCrime and Security in Barrow Countyò is the topic Sheriff Smith will address at the 
Monday, June 28th UMM meeting. Areas which may be included are as follows: 
drugs, theft, home and car break-ins, murder, etc. Have the problems in law enforce-
ment been increased because of the economic turndown? Is the drug/trafficking 
coming from the country of Mexico? Increase in domestic conflicts? Safety on the 
roads? What can citizens of the county do to help with the problems of law enforce-
ment? These and other questions are among those that Sheriff Smith may choose to 
deal with when he speaks to the Fellowship. 
   Sheriff Smith, who holds a bachelor degree in Criminal Justice and a Masters in 
Public Administration, was elected in 2009 and is a member of First Baptist Church. 
He is also a family man with a wife and two children, ages 2 and 5. He says, in so 
many words, ñMy wife and kids are the most important part of my life!ò  
   Meetings of the United Methodist Men start at 6:45PM with supper followed by   
fellowship, business and then the program. Newcomers are always welcome to    
fellowship meetings!  

Fatherõs Day Bulletin 
    The Local Missions Committee will be sponsoring a Fatherôs Day Bulletin with the        
proceeds benefitting the Boys & Girls Club of Winder.   
   The Boys & Girls Club is a program that seeks to build character through everyday 
leadership and guidance in behavior and attitude. Trained professional staff       
members provide positive adult mentors and role models. This nationally recognized 
program helps young people succeed in school, stay healthy, learn important life 
skills, pursue interests in the arts and sports as well as explore vocational choices. 
But most importantly the Boys & Girls Club shows youngsters that someone cares 
and wants them to become responsible, caring adults. 
   This special Fatherôs Day bulletin will be distributed on Fatherôs Day at all worship    
services. This is a wonderful way to honor or remember your father by helping the      
children at the Boys & Girls Club to have guidance and caring adults in their young 
lives.  
   If you would like to honor or remember your father. please fill out the form below. 
Then place it and your contribution marked ñFathers Day Bulletinò in the offering 
plate. 
   Thank you for your support of this wonderful local mission to children. 
                            -- Missions Committee 

 
_____________________________________                ______________________ 
Your Name                Your Phone Number 
 
1. In honor / memory (please circle one) of __________________________ 

2. In honor / memory (please circle one) of __________________________ 

3. In honor / memory (please circle one) of __________________________ 

4. In honor / memory (please circle one) of __________________________ 

5. In honor / memory (please circle one) of __________________________ 

 
Total Amount Enclosed  $_________  

is  
Sunday, 

June 20th! 
 

Deadline for  
submissions 
is Sunday, 
June 13th. 
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Local Mission Focus for Juneñ 
Boys & Girls Club  
   In addition to the Fatherôs Day Bulletin, we will continue to accept donations of      
individually-wrapped snacks, self-contained drinks, school supplies and used         
computers for our local Boys & Girls Club through the month of June. Collection bins 
are located in the hallway between the nursery and the Sanctuary and in the side    
entrance hallway of the Fellowship Hall. The Boys & Girls Club also needs monetary 
donations for scholarships and volunteers. For more information or to volunteer, please 
call 770-307-0319. 

2010 Dollars for Scholars  
Scholarship Awarded! 

   Winder First United Methodist Church sponsored Amanda Hutson in the United 
Methodist Higher Education Foundationôs 2010 Dollars for Scholars Program. Amanda 
is attending Emory University and will be a sophomore this Fall. Amanda and her moth-
er, Chris Hurd, are both active members of our church.  
  The Dollars for Scholars program asks that the sponsoring church provide $1,000. 
The Higher Education Foundation provides $2,000 and several educational institutions 
will add an additional $1,000. Emory University does provide the additional scholarship 
monies so, therefore, this was a $4,000 scholarship opportunity for Amanda. We are 
pleased to report that Amanda was awarded the scholarship! Please pause in your day 
to give praise and thanks for Amanda, her family, the Dollar for Scholars Program, and 
for the United Methodist Men who provided the initial $1,000. 

 

 

Around Our Church  

Funeral Arrangements Page  
Being Added to Our Website 

Coming soon we will have a special page on our church website which will provide any  
funeral arrangements for church members. We would like to be a source of information 
for you, and to give our church family an opportunity to be there to support you during 
your difficult time.  

Square Circle News 
Attention All Women! If you are not already part of another circle, we invite you to join 
us for our upcoming activities: 

Saturday, June 5   Family Fun Time ðBring the hubbies & kids for a fun outing   
                            at Fort Yargo beginning at 10AM.  

Sunday, July 18    Food Pantry Clean -UpðMeet at the church at 4PM and  
                            then go to The Food Pantry. 

Saturday, August 14     Ladies Night Out ðMeet at the church at 6PM...                                 
    More details coming sooné 

Sunday, Sept. 12   Lunch & Flower Outing ðMeet at the church at 12:30PM.  

Sunday, October 17  Scrapbooking & Card Making ðMeet in Room 221 at 4PM.  
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Childrenõs Ministry News 

Kid Stuf Schedule 
Attention: Kids in Kindergarten ð5th Grade!   

Join us on Sundays at 5:00 P.M. for these fun events: 
 
May 30th NO Kidstuf! ðMemorial Day Weekend  
June 6th NO Kidstuf! ðGrilling & Chilling After Church  
June 13th Jungle Jumpers ð***SPECIAL TIME***4-6PMðBring $6 and       
 WEAR SOCKS! 
June 20th NO Kidstuf! ðFatherôs Day 
June 27th Movie Night ðMeet in the Fellowship Hall at 5PM. 

PARENTS:  
Please remember  

to sign in your child  
each Sunday night! 

SEND A CHILD TO CAMP!  
Each year we have a number of 
people apply for financial  
assistance to send their children to 
our Summer Day Camp. This year 
is no exception.  If you would be  
interested or feel led to contribute 
to our scholarship fund, your  
dollars would certainly bring a 
smile to a needy child's face!  
This donation would go towards a 
camp t -shirt, field trips and craft 
materials for someone who might 
otherwise be unable to attend 
summer camp.  Any dollar amount 
would be greatly appreciated!  
Camp tution is $110 per week per 
child. Donations can be put in the 
collection plate on Sunday or 
dropped off at the church  office, 
Monday -Friday, 8am to 6pm. Make 
checks payable to FUMC and  
earmark it Day Camp Scholarship.   
Thank you in advance for  your 
support and for the smile you will 
bring to some lucky child!  

Preschool Open Enrollment  
We still have various openings in some of our Preschool classes for Fall 2010. Those 
openings include places for 2ôs, 3ôs and 4ôs; as well as 18 month olds. For more info, 
please call the Preschool at 770-307-2089. 

Summer Day Camp Registration ñRegister NOW!  

Itõs NOT too Late!!! 
Kindergarten thru 8 th  Grade  

Day Camp Dates:  Monday, May 24 thru Thursday, July 30  

Weekly Cost: $110 per child (special sibling rate)  

Regular Hours: 7am to 6pm 

Registration Fee: $25 per child (due with registration)  

Included in tuition:  Weekly Field Trips, Crafts, Sports and FUN!  

     Day Camp Daily rate:  $25 per child  

Registration forms available in the church office & FLC lobby  

Call (770) 867 - 4594, ext. 15 for more info!  
 

Schedule of Events*  
June 1-4 Mad Scientist Week: Science Experiments, Movie, 4 day wk -off 5/31   

June 7 -11 Under the Sea Week: Build an aquarium, pizza delivered, VBS in the AM  

June 14-18 Wacky Week: Easter eggs, Halloween treat bags, Inflatables, Carnival   

June 21-25 Boys vs. Girls Week: Boys & Girls will do separate activities  
            Boys: Leather work/build forts, batting cages or fishing  

             Girls: Beading/spa day, Mall of GA  

June 28 -July 2 Aloha Hawaii Week: Decorate visors & flip -flops,  

         Sandy Creek Park Beach, Water games & Luau  

July 6 -9 Go for the Gold Week: Team posters, flags, UGA, Closed Monday, July 5th   

July 12 -16 Christmas in July Week: Ornaments & decorations, Ice skating,  

           Shop for school supplies for the needy  

July 19 -23 Wheels Week: Wheel craft, Roller skating,  

                        òBring your wheels to campó Day  

June 26 -28 Last Days of Summer Week: Cupcake Chaos, Swimming, 3 Day week                                    


